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APPENDIX,   ct has been productive of much mischief and is the source
of much usury and extortion."
Undue importance has, in the court's judgment, been
attached by claimants and their advocates to the circum-
stance of the claims having arisen previously to 1797,
when the law to which we have referred was passed.
That enactment was, indeed, only prospective, and did
not profess to affect the past transactions of individuals.
It left them, in point of law, precisely where it found
them, but with a legislative declaration of their impolicy
and impropriety.   To contend that it improved their situa-
tion is a strange perversion of a law, the declared object
of which (sect. 28) was effectually to stop a destructive
practice, which the " wholesome orders of the court had
not been sufficient to restrain and repress."   If a mea-
sure of interference in favour of the claimants had been
thought right (and it was quite as necessary for them in
1797 as at present), parliament would surely have autho-
rized it.   Was any such authority given or contemplated ?
The whole tenor of the proceedings of the legislature
proves the contrary; and it would be rather extraordinary
if, after the lapse of a long series of years, when the
sources of information have for the most part ceased to
be available, recourse should now be had to a system of
interference, neither countenanced nor contemplated at
a time when parliament was legislating upon the subject
of transactions of this kind, and when the circumstances
of most of the cases might have been ascertained with
comparative facility.
The objections which the court have taken to interfere
in the claims on our allies apply, with even increased
force, to claims on their subjects. However justifiable it
may be in peculiar cases, such as that of the trustees of
Messrs. W. Palmer and Co,, to suggest a method for set-